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Note 
 

Today’s readings give us a chance to think about work and reward.  I suggest you find a 
recording of Dolly Parton’s song, 9-5, to play as an opening to worship as it highlights how 
hard work doesn’t bring riches or reward.  Today we come to worship the One who freely 
gives us bread from heaven.  God invites us all, without regard to wealth or riches, to the 
feast.  God shows us a different way to live and offers a different way to structure our 
world, so the wealthy no longer rule the roost, the poor are lifted up, the hungry fed, and 
the rich sent empty away.  Of course, such sentiments might not be seen as instant vote 
winners as we’ve learned to internalise the ideologies which rule our world.  Our readings 
lead us to think a little about both faith and economics today.   

 

Call To Worship 
 

Come & worship, all who hunger!      We come to worship. 
Come & worship, all who thirst!      We come to worship. 
Come & worship, all who want to see real change!    We come to worship. 
Come & worship, all who want to rely on God alone!  We come to worship. 

 

Prayers of Approach, Confession and Grace 
 

We come to worship you, O Gracious One, 
from our restlessness and roaming, and from our loneliness and longing. 
Like your people of old we come with our grumbles and groaning,  
longing, in truth, to be fed.  

 
We come to worship you, O Risen One, our living bread. 
In our wandering we seek you, our hungry hearts yearn for fulness, 
our thirsty souls long to be quenched 
and we come to taste and Ŀ ,















When your people were in mortal peril  
you raised up judges to protect them  
and prophets to remind them of their responsibilities  
to care for the poor and vulnerable and turn again only to you. 
In the bitter years of exile,



As we eat and drink we remember  
both his death and resurrection to new and abundant life. 
In a world of hunger let us share your bread for the world. 
In a world thirsting for authentic living let us share your wine. 
May we who eat be bread for others. 
May we who drink pour out your love. 

 
So, let us eat and drink as Jesus taught, 
inviting the poor and excluded to this table. 
May their absence here provoke a longing for truth and justice in us, 
may their presence here truly transform us into the  
body and blood of Christ which we now share. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

You have fed us, Lord Jesus, with the bread of heaven 
and quenched our thirst with your own self. 
Guide us with your love through the beauty and barrenness, 
the fire and cloud, and the tide and times of life, 
that through the weakness of the Cross, we may find your strength, 
that we may ever sing you our praises.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

May the One who leads us through cloud and fire, 
the One who feeds us with His very self, 
and the One who fulfils our longings, 
lead you, feed you and fulfil you, 
that you may lead, feed and fulfil others. 
And the blessing of Almighty God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be with you all now and always,  Amen.   

 

Hymn Suggestions 

 RS CH4 StF MP 
Praise My Soul the King of Heaven 104 160 83 560 
Sing of the Lord’s Goodness  157 65  

Jesus the Lord Said ‘I am the Bread’   199  252 384 
Bread of life, hope of the world  663 577



Looking further afield you may find !ƭƭ ²Ƙƻ IǳƴƎŜǊ DŀǘƘŜǊ DƭŀŘƭȅ by Sylvia Dunstan and set to 
the American tune Holy Manna worth learning.  Bernadette Farrell’s Bread for the World is 
also worth learning. 
 
Why not start worship with a recording of Dolly Parton’s 9-5?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hymnary.org/text/all_who_hunger_gather_gladly
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/7868/bread-for-the-world
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbxUSsFXYo4
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tǊŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ adapted from tǊŀȅŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ CƛǾŜ tƻǳƴŘ bƻǘŜ by Michel Quost.  Prayers 
of Life, Sheed and Ward, 1963.  All other material by Andy Braunston. 
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