
Join the family  
Membership in the United Reformed Church



 

What does it mean to be a  
member of the URC?

Becoming a church member means becoming a recognised 
part of the world-wide family of Christians. This is a community 
of people who believe in God. Being part of this family 
encourages us in our faith as we work together to show  
God’s love and mercy to the world. 

The United Reformed Church (URC) welcomes all to attend  
its worship and other activities, and all who attend are part  
of the community and life of the church. Becoming a member 
of the URC enables you to take part in the life of the whole 
Church, including its decision-making bodies.

Who can become a member?
Our membership is diverse. Drawn from all parts of society, 
membership is open to anyone who wants to follow Jesus
Christ. If you have not been baptised previously, your admission 
to church membership will include an act of baptism. You 
will then be welcomed into the local congregation, where 
you will be asked to acknowledge your faith in God and Jesus 
Christ. The local church will prepare you for this so that you 
understand the promises you are making. 

2	





https://www.urc.org.uk/wtw


How is the URC run?
Acknowledging Christ as the head of the Church, the URC 
makes its decisions corporately when its members meet 
formally in councils. There are three different levels of decision-
making in the URC. These consist of the local Church Meeting, 
the Synod, which brings together representatives of local 
churches in a geographical area, and the General  
Assembly, representing the whole of the Church  
in England, Scotland, and Wales. 

Leadership and pastoral care in a church  
are generally shared by ministers and  
elders who are elected by church  
members. The congregations hold  
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