Encircled by prayer

Calls to worship
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Calls to worship

Every family

Come, let’s worship God.
God who is mystery,
God who is not contained by any one religious system
God who is certainly not contained by our minds and hearts.

Come, let’s worship God
God who wills dignity for every family, every person.
God who lies at the heart of each life and speaks to the depth of each heart.
God who is constant adventure,
Constant movement
Constant presence!

Come let’s worship God
Let’'s be flled with awe, wonder and that profound grace
Seen in Jesus, the carpenter.
The Holy Child.
John LI Humphreys

Christ is our Lord

Christ is our Lord
Christ is our King
alive, though crucifed,
seated, on the throne of grace,
present with us now.
Christ is our servant,
Christ is our beloved.
Vaughan Jones

Lord, our loving God

Lord, our loving God,
whose ways are mysterious
and yet whose love is deep and tender;
you provide for all our needs.
Make yourself known to us as we worship you now:
give us words to praise you,
hearts to love you and minds to know you.
Help us to ofer all to you,
and to know your mysterious presence with us
as we gather in your name.
Duncan Tuck
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Coming near to God

Come near to God and he will come near to you (James 4:8)

Lord God, we come to worship you (this morning/evening) with your command
to draw near to you ringing in our ears. It sounds so obvious, Lord, so simple,
but we fnd it so diFcult. A thousand trivial things get in the way, such as our
appetites, the television, our hobbies, or even the tickle we have in the small of
our back. Help us this morning, Lord, to forget all these, and to bring you our
whole attention so that we can hear you speaking to us. And when we have
heard, help us to obey.

Amen. Jennifer Martin

Seeking the lost sheep

Then the good shepherd calls his friends and neighbours together and says to
them, ‘I am so happy | have found my sheep. Let us celebrate.’ (Luke 15:6)

We are so grateful Lord God (this morning/evening) that you never abandon us
to our wilfulness and our stupidity. Many times, Lord, we deserve to be left in
the messes we have created for ourselves. But you gently come to seek us and,
like the good shepherd, disentangle us from the bramble patches into which we
have fallen and set us on our feet again. We thank you from the bottom of our
hearts that you never give up on us.

Amen. Jennifer Martin

A deep awareness of each other

Lord Jesus, we come to you this morning not as individuals, but as your whole
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Abundant gifts

Dear God

You are not just generous but extravagant, and we cannot put a price on the
abundant gifts we receive from you like love, faith, truth and hope. Their value
cannot be measured in money — they are what makes life worth living and

we thank you for them. And while these gifts are not for sale, nor for trading —
they are for sharing; so with the inspiration and courage of the Holy Spirit,
help us to share them with others.

Amen.
Carolyn Smyth

Loving God

Loving God

You are more generous to us than we can grasp
because you breathe new life into us.

You sent Jesus to show us how to live it to the full.
This ofering is one way we can thank you;

help us to fnd others ways,

this coming week,

as we go about our daily lives.

Amen.
Carolyn Smyth
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Prayers of approach and thanksgiving

We’re a mixed bag!

We're a mixed bag of people!
From diferent places, with myriad concerns and preoccupations.
Some of us have worked all night; some of us are just waking!
There’s happiness here, and there are all sorts of painful
experiences here, too.

There’s one thing we have in common
Somehow we're drawn, yes there’s habit and routine and discipline
But more there’s the sense we must look beyond
Beyond ourselves, beyond our business, beyond our tight-knit community

There’s all the depth of human love, of human grief, of human hope, here.
This binds us together, because it points us beyond ourselves.

We come because in our smallness, we glimpse a world
which is magnifcent
We glimpse into the breadth, and length, height and depth
into the Divine bursting into and out of human life.
John LI Humphreys

An invocation

Glorious and (n 0)3.17.42TJ/SpltualTextEEF7851TJ>B depth
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Presence

We come into your presence,

to be aware of you with us.

You are always aware of us,

always sensitive to our needs and joys.
You invite us to be with you,

to have a place near you.

Your presence is joy, light, comfort,

your nearness is holy, awesome, wonder.

In the play of sunlight through rainbows,
in the sounds of music and laughter,

in the touch of friends and loved ones,
in the sweet perfume of blossom,

in the taste of bread and wine,

your presence is known.

But also in the warm dark,
in the silence,

in the solitude,

in the scent of fear,

in the sourness of tears,

you are with us,

your presence surrounds us.

As we come before you,

we realise our faults,

we remember or sins,

we feel remorse for our selfshness,
we repent and feel ashamed.

You welcome us,

you greet us with a smile,

you forgive and renew,

you give us new hope, new life.
You love us into your presence.
We bless and thank you.

We praise and adore you.

We enjoy being with you,
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Be present

We call on the purpose of God to enfold us now.
God, be present in our activity and our stillness.
We call on the presence of God to be with us now.
God, be present in our gathering and in our parting.
We call on the power of God to meet us now.

God, be present in our thinking and our speaking.

Faithful God, you are loyal to your people always,

forgive our betrayals of you and of each other.

Covenant God, you remember your people always,

forgive our forgetfulness of you and of the poor and the broken.
Active God, you love your people always,

forgive our failure to do your will and to cherish creation.

Living God, be present in power to fulfl your purpose
In the name and Spirit of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.

Amen.
Terry Oakley

God is God

We receive God’s love, God’s grace, and God’s mercy;
but that is not why we worship.

We come to see friends, those known and yet met;
but that is not why we worship.

We come to sing songs and hear music together;
but still, that is not why we worship.

Nor do we worship to earn forgiveness and love;
these are free to all who ask.

We worship because God is God,

no other reason is needed.

Hear our worship, loving Lord,

and accept our gifts however we
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In God is life

In God is life,

Created life, Moulded life, Real life.
In Christ is life,

Abundant life, Forgiven life, Real life.
In the Spirit is life,

Vibrant life, New life, Real life.
Come, open yourself to receive life.
Life in all its fullness.

The gift of God to all who accept.
Receive the Real life of God,
through Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Nigel Warner

God of new beginnings

God of new beginnings,

we give thanks for a new start for us with you today

we give thanks for a new start for relationships at home,
we give thanks for a new start for the poor of the world.

God of forgiveness

we give thanks for the Good News we hear in Jesus Christ
the Gospel of mercy for all who have done wrong;

we give thanks for the hope of a new millennium,

a time to create peace and justice for all,

we give thanks for the joy we fnd in the Church

a community of love and support for all.

God of missions
we give thanks for your promise of new life
we give thanks for your purpose of justice
we give thanks for the power to make all things new.
in the name and the spirit of Jesus we pray.
Amen.
Terry Oakley

102 Worship from the URC additional resources | Encircled by prayer



God of time

God of time,
We thank you for the moments of sunrise and sunset,
with their brilliant colours of promise.
We thank you for moments of stillness
when we know peace and tranquillity
We thank you for moments of joy and laughter
with their sense of shared hope.
We thank you for moments of truth
when we know wonder and awe.
We thank you for moments of sadness
with tears shed for love.
Help us to fnd in each moment
your promised gift of life abundant
and your presence with us now.
Terry Oakley

God who is...

God who is love,
before time, beyond time
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Praise the God of new things

God puts a new song into our mouth,

are we willing to sing it?

God puts and new heart into our bodies,

are we willing to use it?

The love of God empowers and enthuses,

are we willing to accept the gift?

Let us praise the God of new things,

whose gifts are abundant and whose faithfulness is great.

Amen.

Nigel Warner

Be our new life

God of creation
mystery
and the holy place
draw us to yourself

God of the Word
incarnate
spoken
enacted

be our strength

God of love

forgiveness

and the power of tenderness
be our new life

Amen.

Alasdair Pratt

Hold us today

Hold us today.

Make us aware of your loving arms, under and around us.
Tease out our tense muscles, our secret thoughts,
our stubborn minds.

Help us to trust you through and through.

May we be honest in our worship

allowing the people we are to push through

all the layers of pretence we paint over the top.
And may we allow you

to strip away all that is unloving,

dishonouring or hurtful

that we may grow in you

as we should.
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God, forgive us when we have been selfsh.
Help us to seek forgiveness from those we have hurt.
Help us to forgive when others say sorry to us.
Help us to forgive ourselves and to move on
with confdence in your love.
Terry Oakley

One-in-three God

Father God who is our life, be with us.
Christ who is our guide, walk with us.
Spirit who is our strength, uphold us.
One-in-three God, sharing each moment,
bless and hallow this worship,
cleanse and mould our hearts,
that we may praise you alone,
because of who you are,
and for opening our eyes to see.
Duncan Tuck

Great big beautiful God

Great big beautiful God —

we are so glad to be here

with you and with each other

celebrating our life together as your people.

In a moment of silence we tell you the things
we want to give praise and thanks for today

Thank you for this breathtaking, fragile world we live in
and for the possibility of responding to you through it —
in wonder — and intimacy
in humility — and delight.
Thank you that the world is full of diference,
where people
experience you diferently
worship you diferently
serve you diferently.
Help us not to use their diferences as excuses to build walls that separate,
but rather to use them to see the world
as a kaleidoscope of colours and patterns,
where everyone is linked to their neighbours,
bound together by your strong love
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We are here because you called

Creating God,

Fashioner of a universe so vast that mathematics can scarcely comprehend it,
yet so delicately small that physicists can barely imagine it,

we adore you.

Redeeming God,

Leading your people from the oppression of Egypt,
Ofering new possibilities in Babylon

Laying bare the structures of sin on Golgotha

and inviting us to the new life of the third day,

we adore you.

Sustaining God,

Provider of manna,

Giver of dreams to the old and visions to the young,
Reconciler of Babel's diversity

by the gift of the Spirit,

we adore you.

We are here because you called, and we followed.

We are here so that you may make us what you would have us to be.
So we pray, loving God,

take us in our brokenness and bewilderment,

and in our excitement and anticipation.

Accept our hopes, quell our fears,

and make us one in Christ Jesus,

for he it is who invites us to feast on bread and wine,

his life,

the world’s salvation.

Amen.
David G Cornick

Come, let us return to God

Come, let us return to God,
singing songs of love
wonderful and true.

Come, let us turn to God

lamenting our sin
sharing our sorrow and shame.
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All

All

All

Come, let us turn to our neighbours
confessing our wrong

seeking forgiveness and ofering peace.
Come, let us turn ourselves

away from pride and envy

towards humility and service

Holy God, maker of all, have mercy on us.

Jesus Christ, Servant of the poor, have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, breath of life, have mercy on us.

May God forgive us, Christ renew us,

and the Spirit enable us to grow in love.

Turn again, O God, and give us life;
that your people may rejoice in you.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Give us again the joy of your help;
With your Spirit of freedom sustain us.

Amen.
Terry Oakley

Thank you loving God

We thank you, loving God

For our families who care for us,

Who give us food and money,

Hugs when we need them,

And welcoming places for parties and friends.
Thank you loving God, for all that helps us
To feel we belong in your world.

We thank you, loving God,

For the homes we live in,

For comfortable beds, teddy bears and computers,
And places where we can relax and be ourselves.
Thank you, loving God for all that helps us

To feel we belong in your world.

We thank you, loving God,

For the friends we enjoy being with,

Who share their things with us,

People we can turn to when we need help.
Thank you, loving God, for all that helps us
To feel we belong in your world.
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God who has formed each of us with our abilities and
failings with our passions and weaknesses

we take this time to listen to refect to think.

We know that we have done wrong things.

We have failed to go beyond the right to do the best.
We have been narrow in our circle of love and care
Forgive us.

Jesus has come to bring us life in all its fullness.

Our sins are forgiven in his name.

Amen.
Lesley Charlton

To be here as our whole selves

Let us make sure that we are here as our whole selves.

Lord, if we think there are parts of our lives that you know nothing of, forgive us.
If there are parts of ourselves that we pretend do not exist, disabuse us of any
idea that you would be ignorant.

If we think that there was anyway that anything we have done
would mean that we were excluded from your presence, forgive us.
Lord as your people in all our imperfections we come.

God of love we know that you forgive us.

God of justice we know you demand more from us.
God of kindliness we know you would guide us.
Thank you.

God we have met you this week.
In the shout for help and the ofer of an extended palm.
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Confession 2

We confess guilt, Lord.

Guilt for the things we have done

and said

and thought

and that are yet to be forgiven.

Guilt for the things we have done

and said

and thought

and from which we have already been forgiven.
Free us from guilt, we pray,

and set our feet upon your path of freedom.

Amen.
Nigel Warner

Forgive us for the wasted moment

Forgive us,

for the wasted moment

spent selfshly or just flling time;
for the hurtful moments

caused by our words or actions;
for the thoughtless moments
lacking in love;

for the destructive moments
when we let our anger rip;

for the missed moments

frozen by hesitation and doubt.
Help us now and every moment
to try to live as Jesus lived,

fully present, fully human, full of love.

Amen.
Terry Oakley

In steady pilgrimage

How complex life is,
Always we face challenges that seem beyond us.

We are caught in a web of relationships
Which too often become sterile,

Or irritating

Or just a formality.
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We face work which is demanding
Too often with impatience

And little joy

Watching the clock.

We hear the cries of a broken world,
Too often with despair

Or a sense of futility

As though we can do nothing to help.

And so we seem to ourselves
Shallow people

Just ticking over the calendar
And not going anywhere.

That is not what you created us to be.

Grant us the spirit of hope infusing our lives,
So that what we have been
May not determine what we shall become.
In Christ, may we draw closer to you
In steady pilgrimage.
Bernard Thorogood
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All

All

All

All

Prayers of assurance

God, lover of all

God, lover of all,

We come to you in our vulnerability,

Our desperate hopes and fragile new beginnings,

Touch us with your Spirit’s tenderness and make us whole.

God, lover of all,

We come to you with our sense of relationships broken and damaged,
Our disjointed eforts to mend what is torn and restore trust

Touch us with your Spirit’s harmony and make us whole.

God, lover of all,

We come to you with our awareness of poverty and division
Our broken attempts to repair community

Touch us with your Spirit’s healing and make us whole.

God, lover of all,
We come to you with our knowledge of oppression and abuse,
Our struggles against prejudice and exclusion,
Touch us with your Spirit’s justice and make us whole.
Jan Berry

Assurance of forgiveness
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Variations of forgiveness

Heavenly God,

forgive us ... our trespasses

the times we have gone wrong,

failed in what we promised,

missed the goal, fallen short of the best,

drifted away from the course we should have followed.

Forgive us ... our sins
the hurt we have caused,
the hate we have shown, the harm we have carried out,

Forgive us ... our debts

for the love we have received,

for the opportunities we have been given,
for the beauty we have experienced,

for the freedom we have enjoyed.

God forgive us, Christ renew us and

Spirit of God enable us to grow in love.

Help us to forgive others,

their trespasses against us,

their sins against us,

their debts against us,

So may we live in peace,

with you and with your neighbours.

In the name and the Spirit of Jesus Christ we pray.

Amen.
Terry Oakley

Absolution

The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came in to the world to save sinners.
1 Timothy 21:15

Let us all, with St Paul, truly acknowledge this in our hearts and believe in
Christ. Thus, in His name, | proclaim unto you the forgiveness of all your sins,
and declare you to be loosed of them on earth, that you be loosed of them also
in heaven, in eternity.
Amen.

Martin Bucer’s 1539 Liturgy
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Prayers of commitment
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Bless our children

Bless our children, loving Lord,

that as they leave for their classes

they will draw closer to you,

and that we will not be held back from your love
by their absence.

Amen.

‘Let the children come to me,” spoke our Lord.
Draw them to you through their classes, O Lord,
so that the whole family of God might be enriched.

Amen.

Give us life, O Lord,

as these children have life.

Life in all abundance.

And teach them in their time together,
drawing them to you.

Amen.
Nigel Warner

Living God you challenge us

A covenant prayer for an all-age congregation

There is the Leader with the congregation divided into two groups of children
and adults

Leader Living God, you challenge us.

All

You call us each by name.

Leader Your challenge reaches us:
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Adults 2
Children 1

Adults 1
All

Leader
All

You send us to visit housebound people and recycle glass bottles;
To make friends with new children at school and teach
grandparents to use computers;

To listen to worried parents and sign justice petitions;
Living God

We bring to you

Ourselves;

Women and men,

Boys and Girls.

Our life stories, some short, some long.

Our gifts — those we know and

those we have yet to discover.

Our skills — those we have learned and

those we have yet to learn.

We give them to all to you.

Use us.

Living God, you challenge us.
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Global voices

For intercessions

Tomorrow is God’s agenda

There are so many things happening:

Places to be, people to see!

And how the people rush, rush, rush on pavement and road,
in shop and in pub.

Sometimes we're torn between this place and that,
between this group and that.

Life is more complicated than ever it was.

Text and email, mobile phone and the rest,

is it easier to be in touch?

Was life simpler when people stayed in their community,
and knew their place?

But that has never been true.

Changes were afoot from the earliest stories of the Bible:
Abraham leaving home at a ripe old age,

Moses often on the move, half the time scarred and
certainly harassed!

Amos, Micah, Jeremiah and the rest.

Jesus and then Peter and Paul, the tt s.6 (8)1 (a(a)5.57 (v)2.14 (e)17.1(1)1.66)7.4 ()1 ( (n)3.7 (g h
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The glory is yours

The glory is yours, God, Creator,

life breather,

giver of such a good creation,

full of beauty, sustaining our life.

We give thanks to you,

for our life, our relationships, our loves and our hope,
for your image obscured but still visible in humankind.

The glory is yours, God, Renewer,

making all things new.

We give thanks to you for the living promise of New Jerusalem,
for new heaven and new earth,

for relationships recreated,

for the broken mended and tears wiped away.

The glory is yours, God, in Jesus Christ,
crucifed and raised.
We give thanks to you for new life already begun,
for the promise alive and your image made clear,
for all that is, now being changed by love’s victory.
Peter Trow

May we live by grace

As God’s creation, the world bears the marks of God.
Here we think of the world as a body, a child of God.

Ploughing a feld we scratch the skin of God,;
Polluting a river we stain the blood of God,
Exterminate a species and we break God’s fnger;
Build bigger cities and we load God’s back;
Oppress the poor and we beat God’s children.

Creator God, may we love the world,
your amazing gift to us,

for we meet you in all creation.

Help our eyes to see you in the mountains,
our ears to hear your voice in the waves,
and our hearts to respect your gift.

In Christ we know that we are one family
in the house of the world.
May we live, by grace, as your children.
Bernard Thorogood
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Small in terms of the world

God, each of us is small
even the fattest and most muscled of us.
We are not among the important people in the world.
We pray for the leaders of countries and big companies,
people who have lots of power and responsibilities
For people who think that all there is, is to get more and more things.

We pray for those who are small,
for those who are small in the terms of the world, hungry people,
poor people, homeless people and children.

God, each of us is big even the weediest and skinniest of us.
We are big in the sight of those people who love us.

We are big in your sight.

We pray for those people who have nobody who loves them

and ask that you would make us more loving.

And we thank you for your loving us and we pray that the

life we live may be worthy of that love and how far you have

gone to show your love.

Thank you God that it is OK to be small with you and we do
not have to pretend and we do not have to grab attention.

We pray in Jesus name
Lesley Charlton
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Peace in our communities

The uniform is a cause for fear and derision.
Expectations about bias abound.

Ordinary men and women doing their job are turned into
operatives of the state.

Let us hold up before God those who are involved in keeping
law and order in our town/city

Those who are concerned with letting the weakest be
protected and the vulnerable secure.

May our police work without prejudice and in the context

not of what is easiest or quickest but the bigger picture.

We pray for those who feel they have not been treated fairly.
For all those who have made mistakes that they may have
the maturity and courage to admit it and that we may allow
them a second chance.

The smartphone is ofered for sale for £30. It fell of the back of a lorry.
Silence is kept when the shouting is heard through the wall

and the mysterious bruises appear next day.

‘Nobody will ever know’ becomes the basis of morality.

We pray for ourselves aware that we too are responsible for
keeping the peace in our society. We get the justice that we
work for, that we resource.

May we be wise citizens able to see the picture beyond me
and mine to think of us and the needs of others.

We pray in Jesus name
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All

Respond to love and care

The songs of our world call us to respond to your love and care.
To respond to your love for all.

What music shall we sing? What music shall we ofer?

The drum beats out a strong rhythm.

The boom boom boom speaks of marching, pacing, going
forward and going to war.

For those who fght; for those who wait to fght.

The tune is in the air the melody clear and catchy every one sings along
For those whose lifestyle is easy, pleasing, causing envy

May there be substance rather than all life being froth

May there be generosity from those who have food, stability,

love and peace in their land.

The notes jar; there is no order and rhythm no tune and no pacing

for those whose lives demand attention for the wrong reason.

The ones who cannot manage, those in debt, those who are

disruptive neighbours, those who cannot cope as parents, those who
will never be able to work for they do not have the skills or the discipline.

The music from a diferent place a diferent age sounds from a diferent country,
yuk don’t mention country.

Lord there are so many diferences how are we to live together.

How are we live together as your people on the earth?

Then there will be the songs of heaven.

Tunes that angels sing.

For those on the earth who can hear them. The dying.
Those who they will leave behind.

Lord we would sing your songs for ever
We say our prayers in Jesus name

Amen.
Lesley Charlton

Commitment for Life

Heavenly Father, when we have our worrying times and concerns enable us to
think of people living in the developing countries where their hardships and worries
are so much greater than ours. Help us to work for world-wide justice especially
where water supplies are needed to give better health; where impoverished land
needs to be nourished so that farmers can grow food for themselves and the
markets. Help us to work for debt relief and to encourage our supermarkets to
promote Fairtrade goods so that life can be improved for everyone.

Amen.
Pamela Pauvitt
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God of Justice

God of Justice, we pray for our world where trade is unfairly

balanced against so many people.

We know that some people live in luxury while others

struggle to exist and work hard to scratch a living.

Help us to think each time we turn on a tap to run pure water

that other people walk mile upon mile to collect a bucket of water

which is polluted. Lord, help us to campaign for clean water for all people.
We pray that international organisations may learn to seek your
standards of justice and infuence the world with
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The songs of our world

The songs of our world call us to respond to your love and care.

To respond to your love for all.

What music shall we sing? What music shall we ofer?

The drum beats out a strong rhythm.

The boom boom boom speaks of marching, pacing, going forward and
going to war.

For those who fght; for those who wait to fght.

The tune is in the air the melody clear and catchy every one sings along.
For those whose lifestyle is easy, pleasing, causing envy.

May there be substance rather than all life being froth

May there be generosity from those who have food, stability,

love and peace in their land.

The notes jar; there is no order and rhythm no tune and no pacing.

For those whose lives demand attention for the wrong reason.

The ones who cannot manage, those in debt, those who are disruptive
neighbours, those who cannot cope as parents, those who will never be able
to work for they do not have the skills or the discipline.

The music from a diferent place a diferent age sounds from a diferent country,
yuk don’t mention country.

Lord there are so many diferences how are we to live together.

How are we live together as your people on the earth?
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Jesus who meets our hungers

Jesus, who meets our hungers — we would be fed by you
Jesus, able to meet everyone’s hungers — we all would be fed by you

Empty, alone, hungry, desolate
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Why do we go on hurting one another
and smashing so much that is precious
and polluting air and sea?

Is the world getting wiser

or more peaceful

or more just?

It is hard for me to understand, God of the ages.
Take my small life
and let it be on the side of peace
and justice and healing
Jesus, don't let me forget
the power of One.
Bernard Thorogood

The face of God

In Jesus we see the face of God

Not in my face, not in your face

My face and your face always have a mask

The smile, the frown, the politeness, the pre-occupoation
Our masks mask the face of God

Our masks mask the freedom of God

Our masks mask the love and grace of God

In Jesus we see the face of God

And Jesus saw beyond the mask

Jesus saw the face of God in
the hungry,
the thirsty,
the stranger,
the naked,
the sick,
the prisoner

Jesus saw that the least of these sisters and brothers, too,
mask the face of God.

let’s look at each other — let’s look for the face of God
let’s not even pretend God stops here.

We commit ourselves to look for the face of God in each and all.
John LI Humphreys
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God’s invitation to all

132 Worship from the URC additional resources | Encircled by prayer



Let’s celebrate the God who is in the nature of human life.
Let’s celebrate the divine which is human life
Let’s rejoice in beauty to appreciate possibility
Let’s celebrate the mystery of love!
John L | Humphreys
(amended 2019)

Prayers for hope
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The body of Christ

That’s us, the church!

How gross it is.

No longer lithe and supple,
Full of energy,

Now twisted and deformed,
Lethargic in the extreme.

Once | dreamed

As all young men do

Of a vibrant renewed Church.
United yet not uniform.
Exhibiting its rich diversity

In all aspects of life.

Can we break free

From the ‘straight jacket’; of tradition.
Remove ritual’'s noose

That would choke

Any out reach of the spirit,

Beyond the enmeshing structures.

Uniting together with one mission,
Afrming all we hold in common,
Spelling out the diferences,
Respecting each other in love,
Acknowledging our ignorance
About each other and our faith.

If we are unft

Our bodies sufer

Likewise with the Church.

Shed the weighty burden

Of out-moded structures and customs
Adopt a healthy spiritual diet.

As Christ’s human body
Was broken and scarred,
So the Church bears signs
Of confict and dissent.
Yet healing is possible
Gained through 